The Climate crisis -- Part II

[Highlights from “A Rolling Stone Special Report” of June 28, 2008.

Excerpts by “Doc” Furlong] 

See the article posted on this site yesterday as a background for the suggestions excerpted today on ways we can begin to commit to the direction that will lead away from global disaster.

>>> The challenge facing us today is not one of gambling on unproven technologies, or even choosing among wind or solar or hydrogen. Here are six modest, tried-and-true mechanisms we can implement to quickly foster free-market solutions to global warming: 

>>> 1) Feebates -- fees levied on low-efficiency automobiles which then would be rebated to drivers who choose to purchase more efficient cars. 

>>> 2) Cap and Trade - establish mandatory limits in all industrial sectors with those cutting emissions below standards earning credits which can be profitably sold to those who can’t make their quotas. 

>>> 3) Clean Incentives - revenues from carbon credits should be used to speed the development and adoption of new cleaner technologies. 

>>> 4) Decoupling - by decoupling profits from energy sales, utilities make money, not by selling power, but by helping consumers use it more productively. 

>>> 5) Net Metering - allow home owners, who produce solar or wind electricity, to sell any excess back to the utility. 

>>> 6) Performance Standards - establish minimum standards for energy efficiency of appliances, cars, trucks and buildings.

To read more on these issues, the link to this article is:

<http://www.rollingstone.com/politics/story/15051572/al_gores_fight_against_the_climate_crisis>

